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a In the past century the United States has become’ a great industrial nation. 
| The culture of its people, however, retains a predominant flavor of rural traits. 


_ Even among the large urban populations, many of the people are only a generation's 


pet erence sib the soil. ‘reside’ a few great iennd centers, one is usually 


become involved, the rural trait of the Nation asserted itself. Those not of 
military age, or destined to be occupied in physical defense occupations, wanted 
an outlet for their Ain die They wanted something to do pesides buying de- 


_ Problem Approach 


The Victory Garden program in the United States began in May 1941 with the 
ppointment . of an interbureau garden ‘committee by the Secretary of Agriculture, 

- Claude R.° Wickard. This committee was headed: by H. W. Hochbaum of the Extension 
- Service. The committee made a careful study of the food situation with special 
regard for available supplies of commercially produced fruits and vegetables and 
also the availability of seed. Recognition was given to the fact that consider- 
able damage could be done to such a Nation-wide garden movement ia public’ senti- 
ment were permitted to develop into unwarranted hyster ia which might result in 
‘much waste of materials, secd, space, ‘and effort, with the- consequence that many 
‘gardeners would Re diecouraged: before a real expansion | ALY home gardening was — 


elLigentty ea: national Been | iavanett: An interdepartmental pean 
omitted Was created and He We Hochbaum named as chairman. The committee in- 


the Contribution of Extension Methods and., ea eed Toward .the Rehabili—- 
tation of War-torn Countries, held in Washington, D. Ce, September 19-22, .- 
(1944, Extension Service and Office. of Foreign Agricultural Relations. ; 
“cooperating. 

Chairman, United States Government Victory Garden Denna Eee. 

Parone ton Menseer , USDA Leeroy, Garden Program. Biter : 
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' program. 


attend. ' They included representatives of public educational institutions. and — 


gardens, (2) farm fruit gardens, (3) conservation of fruits and vegetables, (4) 4 


home Brod supplies, oe aid in rig herrtas moral." 


conservation of fruits and vegetables, (4) school and community gardens, (5) con- 


Garden Program. ‘Thus was originated a name which has become household word”. oe 
throughout, the Nation, = The conference chairman, IM. Ls Wilson, gave sl eniakconag 
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Ge koetion. the: National. reuth anane ehee et oa Ane the Nutritio n Di zt a 
the Office of Defense Health and Welfare. Services, Federal sgautd by’ A cy taal 
The two committees: coer as closely in Plenasan a national defense garden 


Program Is Born.’ 


There emerged from these committee plans a . call for a National Defense Gar- 
den Conference to be held in the Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.. Ce, 
on December 19-20, 1941. Delegates from all over the country were invited to 


agencies. such as the extension services of State agricultural colleges; orate 
al teachers; officials of State governments; leading authorities in the hhorti- 
cultural world; representatives of horticultural associations, garden clubs, aoe 
the seed trade; farm organizations; civic: institutions; farm papers, national 
magazines, ratio networks, and the general press. Every effort was made to in- 
clude delegates from every possible field or agency which ood make a contri-: — 
bution to a sound expansion of home Sa elt Rese 


Non ty Wilson, Director of Cooperative Extension Work, Department. of. AeTi-s @ 
ae was chairman of the conference. The purpose of the conference, as set 
forth in the proceedings, was as sar ca . 


a 

0 discuss and formulate a broad, coordinated program for enlisting. inter-_ 
est in and guiding a national campaign to encourage home end community gardens 7 
as a defense measure, emphasizing the expansion of better (1) farm vegetable . 4 


community and school gardens, and (5) conservation of lawns, flowers, and ‘shrubed 
Primary purpose of this campaign will be. to reinforce the effort to reach the of 
goal of 5,760,000 farm gardens for 1942, to improve health through encouraging 4 
better food habits and the use of high-vitamin and mineral | zuOGF to improve 
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The ues tations pine the hegcenania were issued in November. On December ah 
came Pearl Harbor. This stunning blow’on the physical security of the United 
States reacted in an even greater desire on the part of the people to. make. a og 
physical contribution toward. winning what was now outright war. When the. ‘Nation- 


al Defense Conference opened on December 19, 1941, it served'as a powerful in- - 


fluence in marshaling the spirit of united effort on the civilian war front. 


_ Those.who Bye tet the conference were grouped to form six major committees. 
These were assigned to (1) farm vegetable gardens, (2) farm fruit gardens, 13). 


servation of lawns, flowers and shrubs, (6) educational materials and techniques. 
The committees recommended and the conference adopted the recommendations herery- 

given. It should be noted that one of these recommendations was to change the 
name of the program from the National Defense Gardens Program to National Victory 


to this choice of names when he closed the conference with the following womdes : 


"We came here yesterday to take hate in the Nel enal. Defense. ‘Ganaeee Con- 
ference. We go home this evening, each to his or her home State and community 
with the knowledge that we have helped launch the National Victory Garden Prog 
os the second World War. This change in name and designation of Me ea is 


ee in fareiiane aubtch this. ‘country has witnessed since Pearl 
Hi ; ) y we no. longer speak of defense, We speak of victory. And we do 

| so Eh the confidence derived from knowing that the cause of democracy is just; 
that a united will to victory will see us through to a successful engas Edie 


Rencinon ane he anaes the _ 
ee eae Victory Garden Conference 


|) 1. That a National fee Garden Program be launched immediately to encourage 
~~ ‘more farm vegetable gardens, more farm fruit gardens, more community-—plot 
and school gardens, conservation of flowers, lawns, and shrubs. 


coe That garden. associations and clubs, the radio broadcasting industry, the 
a. daily and farm and garden press, horticultural and trade associations and 

‘ “magazines, welfare agencies, school teachers, volunteer groups, and all | 
‘agencies of local, State, and Federal Governments in position to help, be 
“called on to cooperate in a coordinated, all-out, practical garden program. 


| 3. That the United states Depar tment of Agriculture and the State agricultural 
colleges be the primary source of subject-matter information. 


ji 45 ‘That the State extension services take the lead in Loraine State Victory 
tend Garden ‘conferences. similar to the national conference. 


Be. That a continuing advisory committee be set up to advise on and help coordi-. 
Rate the es activities of all agencies and GTOUPS. 


6. ‘That the experience gained in the last war be given cue consideration to avoid 
n+ ees mistakes made then. 


. oe ‘That opportunity be given boys and girls under adequate leadership to parti- 
cipate in this Victory Garden Program as part of their education. 


8. That where urban dwellers who wish to garden are without suitable facilities 
‘ie for home gardening activities, efforts be made to give them opportunity to 
Participate in planned community gardening under qualified guidance, 


‘That throughout this program special emphasis be placed on: effectively har- 
“esting, handling, Storing, preserving, and utilizing garden products as no 
less important than growing them well, and that careful consideration be 

gviven to the conservation of supplies, equipment, and human energy. 


- 20% That the cultivation of the soil, including the growing of ast pat shrubs and. 
i ‘flowers, be emphasized in the Victory Garden Program as an invaluable part of 
co. a Ge eye and peed Gee life, and as an aid to morale in time of war. 


pure “that the production, geet iis and distribution of seed be ca checked 
| eed and regulated. ; 


eS That thé Victory Garden Program be coordinated with the National ee neenons 


r Program ace insure the growing of the right kinds and quantities of fruits 
BR ° :208nd vegetables, to meet family and community needs, 


Horticultural sresiiaee ane wounty agents gave technical eben and se 
- garden groups in: “town as well as comtry, to community projects as well as 
dividuals. . The Department, of Agriculture prepared a 12-page circular, Ny 
Gardens," covering the: major ‘phases of home vegetable gardening. | Suppleme1 
this were millions of copies of various circulars and bulletins on Victory 
aaa The State extension services took the. eat ae in preparing Stabe 


AR ditions, and thereby furnished advice for sound local socda practice. 
dens increased very much in number. Some cities, like Chicago, ‘took an ear 
energetic lead in developing vacant lots for community gardens by the thousand 
Many of these gardens nestled close to large apartment houses, and others | ; 
in the sparsely settled districts. Victory gardening had arrived, and reliab 
polls indicated that there were about. acral million Dhged Gar dane in Iain 
- United States in. 1942. . 


‘one of the hose Delon. agencies was the National Pimepae daciet aay 
Advisory Committee appointed by the Secretary of Agriculture. Governor. Pr 
Cooper of Tennessee was, and continues to ibe chairman of this committee. ‘The | 
ai of committee members follows: 


Prentioe Cooper, Governor of Tennessee fehateaany : ‘ 
Paul Stark, President, National Victory Garden Tnabaeute 
D. We. Watkins, Director of Extension, South Carolina, .. 
Connie Bonslagel, State Home Demonstration Leader, Arkansas 
E. L. De Seymour, The American Home 4 an rete, 
Andrew Wing, National Victory Garden Institute 

‘Dr. Howard A. Dawson, National Education Association 

““W. Atlee Burpee, Burpee Seed Co. 

Miss Aline Kate Fox, Garden. Clubs of America | 
_E. H. Rakken, Boy Scouts-of America 

E. I. Farrington, Secretary, Massachusetts Horticultural society 
Jean. Boyd,’ San Francisco, Calif. eauihee taielidies dete 
P.O. Davis, Director of Extension, Alabama yi 
George Donoghue, Director of Victory. Gardens,. Chicago, eke 
Frank Mullen, Vice President, National Broadcasting | Cos > . 
Lester J. Norris, State ‘Chairman victory Gardens, EERE 

Kirk Fox, eae Farming Des Moines, Towa. 
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| | 
‘Progran ‘aypands fe Le 


From the beginning, ‘the Victory Garden program was ae tien, with 
nutrition as a health measure, especially in wartime. The recommendations 
National Conference in 1941 were marked by the emphasis. placed on. the need fo 
including more fruits and vegetables in the diet. 

specifically to. grow vegetables high in vitamin and mineral values, espec: 
green and leafy vegetables, a abichegs and pole vegetables. ere an 


ee Serein book an eneiated 25: ct ee our goers aneluaihe great quaniieten of 

» ‘canned and dried fruits and vegetables. So the goal for 1943 was set at 18 mil- 

_ lion Victory Gardens -- about 6 million on farms and 12 million in towns: and 

Oi cities. — Then came food rationing, and the high number of ration points required 

_for some of the common canned fruits and vegetables gave further stimulus to 

_ Victory gardening and home food-preservation. Fresh fruits and vegetables were 
also rather high in price, and some, like cabbage, potatoes, and onions, were all 

| too rare in the market. Meanwhile, garden leaders, educational forces, garden 

| clubs and committees, and Victory Garden*sponsors generally, did a much better 

job of organizing forces and planning a campaign than’ previously. The two 

_ Government committees were merged into one U. S.. Government Victory Garden Com- 

ie mittee. Plans were worked out with the Office of War Information to take full 

: advantage’ of the cooperation given by the radio, newspapers, and magazines to 
all-out wartime gampaigns, A special Victory: Garden Campaign Handbook was pre- 
pared by the Office of War: ‘Information and War Food Administration for advertisers 
and others who wished: to support the garden program. ‘This booklet presented the © 

- high lights of the. food situation and pointed out how the individual could do his 

_ part by growing food in aa aes on. farms, in city back yards, school cpmihinparild\| and 
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| Nation-wide Cooperation 


Hundreds of newspapers: carried on canpaigns of their own. Many radio shows 
and stations did the same. The campaign caught the fancy of cartoonists. and — 

_ syndicated-strip artists, who played up the need for Victory Gardens in serious 

i as well as humorous vein. The Department bulletin on Victory. Gardens was pubd- 

i lished in an edition of 3-1/2 million copies. The State agricultural colleges. 

1 through their extension services put out many new publications on gardening. The 
' California Extension Service alone put out over a million pieces of mail on gar- 
dening and. home food production. The Iowa Extension Service printed and distri- 

_ buted 400,000 copies of the Iowa Victory Garden circular. Other State extension 

} services, likewise, made a strong effort to reach the great.mass of people with 
sound and fresh information on gardening. Garden magazines: redoubled .their 

| efforts, and general magazines carried lead articles on gardening. Many con- 

Me mercial concerns brought out large editions of attractive booklets on gardening. 
_ Thousands of Victory Garden posters were displayed.. A special program for. town 
and city gardeners was broadcast once a week on the National Farm and Home Hour on 
_ the Blue Network, from February 1 to November 1, 1943, over 100 stations. © The 
Columbia Network also broadcast a weekly program for gardeners in which the De- 
a partment cooperated. Scores of individual stations. broadcast their own garden 
programs. Nationally known ratio commentators and entertainers helped to keep 
ane apa See idea before the Neem throughout the season. 


Se 


Byetsol unite and slidefilme were neua Gidely, to arouse nee ‘in | garden- 
“ing tee to ‘teach cultural practices, The Department made two 2-reel. movies is 

_ color, one on gardening and the other on home canning, - Business concerns also . 
(i nade: movies. on pheee subjects. . Satta ie A 


hele. Hundreds. of vie teus concerns, wunboaend a eaters of Jaree Vala ededay pro- 
oted Victory Gardens, giving their employees permission to use right--of-ways — 
r gardens and giving: them circulars of instruction. Filling ‘stations ‘operated 
cll of the i Doreen '¢ su A ‘companies vandal garden seeds silee sale and gave away 


-for the year was exceeded by at least two million. 


tons. If. this figure is anywhere nearly approximate, our Victory gardeners pro-’ 


vi eR. eae yi 
booklets. on CO eee ‘Some. ones ima a panies ee od. la 
their employees and prepared and’ fertilized she gr ruses 
every factory did this, and that town of 30,000 people’ sepobieds ‘abo at 
dens on such areas and in home yards. The National Victory Garden Institw 
privately financed garden bureau, has made its main purpose that of interesting 
industrial concerns in Arka ci pment and Sayed y ocd emery Specs foxt 
employees. . ot aaa 


ae 


Evaluation of Results 


Victory Cayiorst came to be one of the. national avery topics of f interest 
and conversation. Victory Garden stories were front-page newSs ‘Large depar tme t 
stores. prerad special Victory ona departments. Advertisers: of general mer- 


Perhaps ha national campaigns ever received such generous sosnent fron SO 
wide a range of agencies and interests.: Moreover, everything was voluntary, from 
the many days of free help and service given gardeners by thousands of volunteer 
local garden enthusiasts to the highly developed and costly campaigns conducted 
by some industrial concerns. No wonder, either, that the goal of 18 million set 


Fortunately, American growers of vegetable seeds prepared for increased de- 
mands and produced good crops of the kinds of seeds generally needed by home % 
gardeners. Therefore the seed supply for most needs was adequate in 1943. The 
fertilizer situation had also improved - supplies of garden implements were not. 
sufficient generally, though some dealers had carry-over stocks. Those who could 
not buy tools borrowed from their neighbors. Insecticides and fungicides were | 
obtainable throughout the year, though many substitutes had to. be used because of 
the shortage of rotenone and pyrethrun. Dusters and sprayers were scarce and — 
makeshifts not too satisfactory. But on the whole, no general serious losses ~ 
were caused by insects and diseases. ie. 


Despite heavy rains and floods in the Midwest and Southwest, and a severen 
drought in the Hast, the yields of the Victory Gardens generally were good. cont 
sidering the fact that probably one half of the gardeners were rank beginners, a 
Department officials and others who saw many gardens in various parts of the 
country were impressed with the results. An unofficial estimate by economists 01 
the Department placed the production from Victory Gardens in 1943 at 8 million © : 
duced a little more than 40. percent of all vegetables grown for fresh consumpti De 
And on countless pantry and basement shelves in millions of homes at the close of 
the season, there were rows and rows of canned bibdate sis for winter use ‘rewar 
ing the VEREREY SAucehen for his toil. 


No better ene oute pay be paid to the share Victory nae de Bes. in a 
augmenting and conserving our national. food supply than was given by Cole J. 
Gage, Executive Office of the Chicago Quarternaster Depot, when he said: 


"We have the longest line of communications ever attempted forrehe 
largest Army in the history of our Nation. This necessitates ap— 
proximately 24 million meals daily, which are so planned as to. give 
maxinum satisfaction of taste as well as nutritional qualities 
which Peon oe energy and Bagh ce each figs a eke ice ‘prey to 


less atriotic urban opie tuvhave sy feel that it would 
have ‘been necessary to lend a sympathetic ear to the food demands 
of our civilian population, which could have upset the best-laid 
_ plans for properly feeding the Army. We know that Victory garden- 
ing has been a national success. So successful that I am inclined 
_-~ to believe that Victory. Gardens in connection with home canning 


have almost. covered the entire deficit caused by etd cial of 
i ‘Processed food. for war use." 


